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HSBC AND HKTDC FORM STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
TO CONNECT SME COMMUNITY TO
OPPORTUNITIES IN THE GREATER BAY AREA

HSBC and the Hong Kong Trade Development Council (“‘HKTDC”) today unveil
a strategic partnership to help small-to-medium enterprises (“SMESs”) across all
sectors unlock growth potential in the Greater Bay Area (“GBA”), and connect
the wider business community to new opportunities in this dynamic urban
cluster.

The partnership will combine the unrivalled network and connections, market
expertise as well as digital capabilities of both HSBC and HKTDC to offer multi-
faceted support to Hong Kong SMEs. HSBC will become HKTDC’'s GBA
strategic partner in four main aspects: co-hosting GBA knowledge and insights
on respective digital platforms, organising networking events in mainland GBA
cities, conducting proprietary research and providing dedicated services and
solutions in their respective fields.

With around 70% companies indicating strong interest to hear economic trends,
forecasts and GBA news from experts across related industries in an HSBC
survey?, the Bank will feed HKTDC's recently launched GoGBA WeChat Mini
Programme with articles and market insights related to doing business in the
GBA. HSBC’s award-winning business-to-business community platform —
HSBC VisionGo — will also be integrated into the GoGBA app, empowering
SMEs with value-added resources from the wider business ecosystems that
are beneficial for their cross-border business journey.

Daniel Chan, Head of Greater Bay Area, HSBC, said: “The GBA is becoming
an economic powerhouse comparable to other city clusters globally, presenting
new opportunities for businesses across a wide range of sectors. We are
pleased to forge a new partnership with HKTDC, which enables us to capitalise
on our extensive network in the GBA and further scale up our comprehensive
support for SMEs. As a key connector in the business community, HSBC is
well-positioned to be the go-to bank bridging businesses to the GBA and
spanning the globe.”

Dr Patrick Lau, Deputy Executive Director, HKTDC, said: “Earlier last week,
we launched our GoGBA one-stop platform to provide support for SMEs and
enterprises both Hong Kong as well as international business community to tap
the potential of the GBA. Our T-box programme, launched in April 2020, has



already helped more than 1,400 Hong Kong SMEs to enhance their business
competitiveness and reach transformation goals in the areas of branding, e-
commerce, manufacturing and supply chain solutions, and new market. To
enhance these resources, we will work with industry leaders who share our
goal of creating business opportunities, and we are delighted to work together
with HSBC to offer multi-faceted business support for companies to capture
more GBA opportunities.”

On top of the GBA knowledge hub, both parties will co-host a series of GBA-
themed sharing and free consultation workshops designed for SMEs. Business
missions for Hong Kong SMEs to visit mainland GBA cities are also planned
when borders re-open, enabling them to experience the opportunities on-the-
ground.

HKTDC’s SME support programme Transformation Sandbox (“T-box”) will be
extended to HSBC VisionGo members, providing them with a variety of training,
consultation and support measures; while HSBC will provide incentive offers
on banking products and services for HKTDC T-box and GoGBA users.
Research will be jointly developed to give businesses tailored insights into the
GBA.

As aleading international bank in the GBA, HSBC has already created sector-
specific client coverage teams in order to meet specific business needs in the
GBA, in addition to rolling out initiatives such as the first-of-its-kind mobile
platform for SMEs with cross-border business needs — HSBC GBA WeChat
Mini Programme, and the GBA+ Technology Fund to provide financial liquidity
for the region’s high-growth technology sector.

Earlier this month, HKTDC launched the GoGBA one-stop platform, a business
support programme that helps companies access the GBA through information
and business tools, advisory services and training as well as promotional and
networking activities. Its GoGBA WeChat Mini Programme is a practical digital
tool offering business information and utilities for cross-border business people.

1 This survey was conducted on behalf of HSBC by Kantar in June 2020. It interviewed 300 decision
makers or influencers of businesses from Hong Kong, Guangzhou, Shenzhen and other mainland GBA
cities.
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Photo: Dr Patrick Lau, Deputy Executive Director, HKTDC (left), and Daniel
Chan, Head of Greater Bay Area, HSBC (right), unveil a strategic partnership
between HSBC and HKTDC that aims to connect SME community to
opportunities in the Greater Bay Area.

Note to editors:

The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited

The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited is the founding member of the
HSBC Group. HSBC serves customers worldwide from offices in 64 countries and territories in
its geographical regions: Europe, Asia, North America, Latin America, and Middle East and
North Africa. With assets of $2,959bn at 31 March 2021, HSBC is one of the world’s largest
banking and financial services organisations.

About HKTDC

The Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC) is a statutory body established in 1966
to promote, assist and develop Hong Kong's trade. With 50 offices globally, including 13 in
Mainland China, the HKTDC promotes Hong Kong as a two-way global investment and
business hub. The HKTDC organises international exhibitions, conferences and business
missions to create business opportunities for companies, particularly small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs), in the mainland and international markets. The HKTDC also provides up-
to-date market insights and product information via research reports and digital news channels.
For more information, please visit: www.hktdc.com/aboutus.

ends/all



